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To: State and Chapter Eagle Scout Scholarship Chairmen  

Your responsibility as chairman of your state or chapter Sons of the American Revolution Eagle 

Scout Recognition and Scholarship Program is most important and your willingness to assume 

the responsibility is commendable. You play a vital role in coordinating the overall program, in 

selecting the scholarship winner for your state each year, and in boosting awareness of the SAR 

in your community and state.  

This Administrative Guide is designed as a tool for you to use in carrying out your 

responsibility. Materials that you need for a successful SAR Eagle Scout Program are included: 

guidelines, suggestions, and examples. Copy the information as needed and use it to promote 

the program. Remember too that the NSSAR website www.sar.org is available for downloading 

application forms and other useful information about the program. Please keep in mind that this 

is a chapter program of selection that is further refined at the state level and finalized at the 

national level. The initial recognition through letters and certificates is the place where we 

affect the most young men in a positive way.  

Through NSSARôs Eagle Scout Program, we have an opportunity to recognize and reward 

achievements of outstanding young Americans, future leaders of our nation and potential 

compatriots of the SAR. The Eagle Scout brochures go into the homes of thousands of Eagle 

Scouts each year, generating positive publicity and becoming a powerful public relations and 

recruiting tool. Inquiries about membership in SAR often result from this contact with the Eagle 

Scout family. Recognition of the Eagles at the local level is a significant chapter program in and 

of itself, culminating in the generous scholarships which keep the program meaningful at the 

national level of both the Scouts and the SAR.  

Your service to the Sons of the American Revolution and to the Boy Scouts of America is 

greatly appreciated.         

                                                       Patriotically, 

 

 

mailto:t.rexleglerii@comcast.net
http://www.sar.org/
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ȰIntroduction ȱ 

 

The Sons of the American Revolution Eagle Scout Recognition and Scholarship Program recognizes the outstanding 

accomplishments of the Boy Scouts of America in training Americaôs youth and promoting good citizenship. Each 

year, the Program provides an opportunity for SAR to recognize outstanding Eagle Scouts all across America. The 

Programôs goal is to recognize every Eagle Scoutôs achievement in attaining the highest rank in the Boy Scouts of 

America and to invite each to compete for the recognition as the Outstanding Eagle Scout of a SAR chapter or state 

society and for $14,000 in scholarships from our national society.  

In completing the NSSAR Eagle Scout Scholarship Application, Eagle Scouts rediscover the greatness of Americaôs 

founding in the composition of a 500-word patriotic theme. In the completion of a four-generation ancestor chart, 

many Eagle Scouts also discover their lineage to patriots of the American Revolution ï opening the door to their 

membership in the SAR. What a proud day for an Eagle Scout to receive both the SAR Eagle Scout Medal and SAR 

Membership Rosette.  

The original Administrative Guide was developed by a professional scouter with scouters in mind. Its brevity 

acknowledged seasoned scouts were administering the program. However, since Eagle Scouts are universally 

admired, many compatriots with no scouting background want to lead our chapter and state programs and have the 

opportunity to recognize these outstanding young patriots.  

This newly revised Administrative Guide attempts to bridge the gap of knowledge between those with a lifetime of 

scouting experience and those with none. It follows the Eagle Scout Handbook ñWilliam Allerton IIIò.  

In the following pages you will find everything you need to administer a successful Eagle Scout Program for your 

chapter or state. A most important addition is a BSA Council Locator which will enable you to establish contact with 

the BSA Scout Executive in your community. This guide incorporates the ground-breaking efforts of former NSSAR 

Eagle Scout Chairman Robert E. Burt with Compatriot Allertonôs experience as a seasoned scout ï including service 

as a District Chairman, Council Commissioner, and member of the National Council of the Boy Scouts of America ï 

and, most importantly, as a proud father of two Eagle Scouts.  

While this Guide incorporates the knowledge of those devoted to SAR and BSA, it is by no means complete; it is a 

work in progress. As such, you are invited to write its author at compatriot76@hotmail.com  or to the SAR National 

Headquarters with your comments and suggestions for improvement. This Guide is dedicated to all who contribute 

to the success of the NSSAR Eagle Scout Recognition and Scholarship Program.  

Bill Allerton  

Vice Chairman  

mailto:compatriot76@hotmail.com


NSSAR Eagle Scout Committee 

 

 

ȰPartnership ȱ 

Boy Scouts of America and Sons of the American Revolution  

Promoting Patriotism, Honoring Patriots  

 

 

The SAR was chartered by an Act of the United States Congress in 1906 ñto perpetuate the memory of the men who, 

by their services or sacrifices during the American Revolution, achieved the independence of the American peopleò 

and ñto foster true patriotism.ò Its charter was signed by President Theodore Roosevelt, a distinguished member of 

the SAR.  

The Boy Scouts of America was chartered by Congress in 1916 ñto promote the ability of boys to do things for 

themselves and othersò and ñto teach them patriotism, courage, self-reliance, and kindred values.ò Since its 

inception, Scouting has taught over 110 million youth its lessons of patriotism, courage and self-reliance.  

For nearly a century, SAR has enjoyed a close working relationship with the Boy Scouts of America, actively 

supporting Scouting programs that build character and good citizens. President Theodore Roosevelt, a distinguished 

SAR member and ardent supporter of the Scouting movement, earned the distinction of being the first and only man 

designated as the ñChief Scout Citizen.ò In 1980, the SARôs ties to Scouting were further strengthened with the 

establishment of its Eagle Scout Recognition and Scholarship Program.  

For over 25 years, SARôs partnership with BSA has actively promoted patriotism and honored young patriots in 

communities across America. The NSSAR Arthur M. and Berdena King Eagle Scout Scholarship and Awards 

Program has awarded Over $200,000 in scholarships to outstanding Eagle Scouts. Hundreds of deserving Eagle 

Scouts have been honored by SAR chapters and state societies with cash awards, medals, trophies and certificates.  

This partnership has brought SAR brochures into the homes of over 50,000 scouts who advance to the rank of Eagle 

each year, resulting in numerous inquires about SAR membership. Through the recognition of young patriots in the 

ranks of the Boy Scouts of America we add to the ranks of the Sons of the American Revolution. And, together we 

can promote a renewed spirit of patriotism and preserve our cherished American heritage. 

 



 

ȰRelationshÉÐÓȱ 

Boy Scouts of America and Sons of the American Revolution  

Cultivating Cooperation, Maintaining Momentum  

 

 
Much of the success of Scouting can be attributed to the involvement of dedicated parents. Last count, there were 

over 1.2 million adult volunteers registered with the Boy Scouts of America. Theyôre leaders of dens, packs, troops, 

posts, districts and councils. Training all of these volunteers, keeping them motivated, and to ensure that they remain 

faithful to BSA ideals requires a staff of dedicated Scouting professionals.  

The Scouting program is developed by the National Council of the Boy Scouts of America and delivered through 

local Councils. Most states have BSA Councils in every metropolitan area. These Councils are led by a BSA 

professional - the Scout Executive - and dedicated volunteers elected to the Councilôs Executive Board. Councils are 

subdivided into districts and led by a staff professional - the District Executive - and dedicated volunteers elected to 

the District Committee.  

The success of our SAR Eagle Scout Recognition and Scholarship Program depends on cultivating relationships with 

these Scouting professionals and volunteers. It is essential that you develop a good working relationship with the 

Council Scout Executive. And, it would be very helpful to get acquainted with your Councilôs District Executives 

and Scoutmasters.  

The Scout Executive can supply all the information you need to recognize every new Eagle Scout in your 

community: the number of potential Eagle Scouts - to order brochures; the names of Eagle Scouts - to address letters 

/certificates; and the dates of Eagle Courts of Honor - to present letters /certificates. The District Executives meet 

monthly with Scoutmasters and troop leaders at Roundtable and District Committee meetings. They can spread the 

word about the SAR Eagle Scout Competition. Scoutmasters meet weekly with the boys and can encourage their 

Eagle Scouts to participate in the SAR Eagle Scout Recognition and Scholarship Program.  

However, no one can spread the word about the SAR Eagle Scout Program better than you. Donôt miss an 

opportunity to promote our program at a Roundtable meeting or Eagle Court of Honor. A great way to promote SAR 

and help BSA is to volunteer as a Merit Badge Counselor. Since our competition scores extra points for applicants 

whoôve earned the American Heritage, Genealogy and Law merit badges, you can give the Scouts in your Council a 

competitive edge by helping them earn these important badges.  

Cooperation requires cultivating the right relationships and momentum requires maintaining them. This will always 

be a challenge. People come and go in both of our organizations. The key is to maintain contact. 

 



 

ȰGuidelinesȱ 

Eagle Scout Recognition and Scholarship Program  

Recognizing Accomplishments, Honoring Patriots  

  

The NSSAR Eagle Scout Recognition and Scholarship Program recognizes the outstanding accomplishments of 

Eagle Scouts at three levels: Chapter, State and National. Here are the easy steps for SAR Chapters and State Society 

participation in the Program:  

Eagle Scout Recognition 

1. The Chapter President appoints a Chapter Eagle Scout Committee. The Chairman of the Eagle Scout 

Committee contacts the Scout Executive of the BSA Council. If several SAR Chapters are in one BSA 

Council, the chapters make arrangements with the state chairman as to which district each chapter sponsors. 

The chairmen discuss with the Scout Executive the SAR Eagle Scout Recognition and Scholarship Program 

and agree on procedures to make the program effective.  

 

2. The objective is to send to every Eagle Scout a SAR Eagle Scout brochure with the chapter or state chairmanôs 

contact information. The brochure, a certificate of recognition, and a congratulatory letter can be sent 

through the mail or delivered by SAR members to Eagle Courts of Honor. They can be delivered throughout 

the year upon request or they can all be delivered at one time. Any procedure agreed to by the SAR chapter 

and the Scout Executive is acceptable, remembering that the goal is to get the recognition and scholarship 

material to each Eagle Scout.  

 

3. Should the Eagle Scout want an application and four-generation chart, he may download them from our web 

page www.sar.org or you may photocopy the forms to distribute.  

 

4. The Chapter Eagle Scout Chairman requests from the State Society Eagle Scout chairman enough brochures 

(NSSAR Eagle Scout Pamphlet) to provide one to each Eagle Scout based on an estimate by the Scout 

Executive of the number of Eagle Scouts in the BSA council. Brochures are available from NSSAR 

Merchandise (Stock #ES-F). You may also download the brochure available on the Eagle Scout Committee 

Web page.   

 

5. Any currently registered Eagle Scout, in an active unit who has not reached his 19
th 

birthday in the calendar 

year of his application is eligible to apply for the SAR scholarship. Each of these Eagle Scouts should 

receive a chapter congratulatory letter signed by the State Society President or Chapter President, a 

certificate of recognition, and a brochure relative to applying for the SAR scholarship. The letter should 

include the date by which the application must be submitted and the name and address of the person to whom 

it should be sent.  

 



 

 
6. The certificates of recognition are available from NSSAR Merchandise (Stock #ES-0412 or ES-0411).  

 

7. As a part of this guide, you will find a camera-ready copy of the scholarship application (Form C) and four-

generation ancestor chart (Form D). These may also be downloaded from the SAR web page.  

 

8. Chapter Chairmen should follow up with the Eagle Scouts to whom they have sent congratulatory letters and 

brochures and offer assistance as necessary to assure that they complete and submit their scholarship 

applications. Assistance may be needed to complete the four-generation ancestor chart and/or to write the 

500-word theme.  

Chapter Eagle Scout Competition 

9. No later than a date set by the State Society Eagle Scout Chairman (usually 31 December), the Chapter Eagle 

Scout Committee reviews the entries, using the Score Sheet and Criteria for Judging (make your copies from 

FORM E, a part of this Guide), and selects a chapter winner.  

 

10. Each chapter winner should be presented the Eagle Scout Chapter Winnerôs medal by his sponsoring chapter. 

When practicable, this presentation should be made at a chapter meeting with the Eagle Scout, his 

scoutmaster, and his parents as guests of the chapter. All Eagles who submitted scholarship applications 

should receive from the local chapter the Eagle Scout patch (NSSAR Merchandise Stock #ES-P).  

 

11. Optional: Following the award presentation, a news release and photograph of the chapterôs award 

presentation can be sent to the local newspapers for publication. Donôt forget to submit photos and articles to 

the SAR and BSA for their newsletters and websites. A sample news release is provided within this guide to 

assist with the publication of your Eagle Scout award presentation.  

 

12. Optional: In further recognition, you can ask your mayor to issue a proclamation honoring your chapterôs 

Eagle Scout winner and the SARôs Eagle Scout Program or ask the Eagleôs city councilmember to pass a 

resolution. A sample resolution is included in this guide.  

 

State Eagle Scout Competition 

13. The Chapter Eagle Scout Chairman sends the chapter winnerôs scholarship application, four-generation 

ancestor chart, and the 500 word patriotic theme to the State Society Eagle Scout Chairman not later than the 

prescribed date (we recommend 15 January).  



 

 
14. The State Eagle Scout Committee will select a state winner, using FORM E, from among the entries 

forwarded by chapters. This selection is usually made prior to 01 February in order for the state winnerôs 

application to be received by the National Chairman No later than 15 February for national judging at the 

Spring Leadership Conference.  

 

15. The State Society winner should be given appropriate recognition at a meeting of the State Society, including 

presentation of the coveted SAR Eagle Scout Trophy, available from NSSAR (Stock #ES-T), the cost borne 

by the state society, and any monetary award offered by the State Society. The State runner-up should 

receive his recognition and any financial award (if offered) at the chapter level.  

 

16. Optional: Following the state award presentation, a news release and photograph of the award presentation 

can be sent to the local newspapers for publication. Donôt forget to submit a photo and news release to the 

SAR and BSA for their newsletters and websites.  

 

17. Optional: In further recognition, you can ask your governor to honor your Eagle Scout and your State SAR 

Eagle Scout Program with a proclamation or ask the Eagleôs state legislator to introduce a resolution in your 

state legislature or assembly. A sample resolution is included in this guide.  

National Eagle Scout Competition 

18. The State Society Eagle Scout Chairman forwards the state winnerôs application and supporting papers to the 

National Chairman of the NSSAR Eagle Scout Committee to be received on or before 15 February.  

 

19. The National Eagle Scout Committee, using FORM E, will select the winner of the $8,000 scholarship and 

the $4,000 and $2,000 runners-up scholarships.  

 



20. The $8,000 scholarship will be presented at the annual congress; the $4,000 and $2,000 scholarships will be 

presented by the state society, usually at their annual awards banquet.  

 

Competition Schedule  

Judging Applications, Awarding Winners  
 

 

 

 

Activities  Deadlines  

Chapter Eagle Scout Competition  As set by State Eagle Scout Chairman 

ï usually before 31 December  

State Eagle Scout Competition  As set by State Eagle Scout Chairman 

ï usually prior to 01 February  

National Eagle Scout Competition  As set by NSSAR Eagle Scout  

Chairman 

No Later Than 15 February  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Example for Eagle Scout Congratulations Letter 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Remarks for an Eagle Court of Honor 

  
On behalf of the (Chapter Name) Chapter of the Sons of the American Revolution, it gives me 

great pleasure to congratulate (Eagle Scouts Name) on advancing to the rank of Eagle Scout in 

the Boy Scouts of America.  

 

As an Eagle Scout, (Scouts Name) represents Scoutingôs finest tradition of duty to God and 

country, duty to others, and duty to self. He represents those values that build strong character, 

strong families and strong communities.  

 

No one reaches the pinnacle of Scouting without great personal sacrifice and without the help of 

a loving family, devoted Scoutmaster and committed Troop leaders. I congratulate everyone 

who has helped put Connor on the path to Eagle Scout. 

  

This Eagle Court of Honor marks not an ending, but a beginning. There is no end to the Eagle 

Scout Trail. Having reached Scoutingôs summit, Connorôs achievement proclaims to a new 

generation of Scouts that he knows the way ï the way to set high standards and how to live by 

them, the way to build character, train in citizenship and foster fitness of mind and body. I urge 

Connor to dedicate himself to helping others find the way ï the way to capture Scoutingôs spirit 

and the special joys of camping, fellowship, service and love of country. 

  

As descendants of patriots of the American Revolution - men who served in the Continental 

Congress, signed the Declaration of Independence, wintered at Valley Forge and fought 

alongside George Washington in the battles of the American Revolution - the Sons of the 

American Revolution are proud to recognize and honor the patriotic leadership and service of 

outstanding Americans, especially among our youth. On behalf of the George Washington 



Chapter of the SAR, I am honored to recognize Connor E. Borchertôs good citizenship and 

outstanding accomplishments with the SAR Certificate of Recognition. 

  

Congratulations on your outstanding achievement and best wishes for continued success. 

Congratulatory Letter to Chapter Eagle Scout Competition Winner 

 

 

 


