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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Reflections on Service 

The Ohio Society and its twenty-two chapters is truly a dedicated fra-

ternal organization committed to service and preservation of the 

American Spirit. 

Our membership at the end of 2012 was reported at 1,663 before rec-

onciliation.  Ohio was the sixth largest state Society and Western Re-

serve Society was the single largest chapter in the nation. That number 

is up over the previous year in part to National’s commitment to a four 

week turnaround time.  It is also due to a committed membership will-

ing to work on applications and complete the hard details. At the na-

tional congress Ohio had eleven members awarded the Liberty Medal, 

which is awarded for completing ten or more new membership appli-

cations. 

Our youth contestants came from across the state and represented 

themselves well in national competition.  For the first time the elemen-

tary poster contest named an Ohio contestant the national winner. 

Our community outreach stretched across the entire state.  For the 

eighteenth year the Ohio Society was award the Admiral Furlong 

Streamer for its chapters participation in presenting the American Flag 

Certificates to businesses and individuals who properly fly the flag.  It 

was a real pleasure to recognize the Terminal Tower in Downtown 

Cleveland. A group of us met the Chuck Long who has posted the colors 

atop the 772 foot Terminal Tower for the last four years. He takes the 

elevator to the 42nd floor, climbing the steps of the last ten floors to 

then hand over hand climb the 40 foot ladder to the flag platform.  
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2012-2013 

          OHSSAR Officers 

 Steven R. Kelley 
 State Society President 
 srkelleyohio@hotmail.com 
 
 George R. Ruch 
 1st Vice President 
 grruch@frontier.com 
 
 Ted M. Minier 
 2nd Vice President 
 tmmjam@windstream.net 
 
 James D. Schaffer 
 Secretary 
 jschaffer@fuse.net 
 
 J. Atlee Horner III 
 Treasurer 
 natleehorneriii@gmail.com 
 
 Merlyn C. Bailey 
 Registrar 
 tbailey@suite224.com 
 
 Richard L. Carr, Jr. 
 Chancellor 
 RLC@DMFdayton.com 
 
 James E. Dunn 
 Historian 
 dunn1776@aol.com 
 
 Richard L. Fetzer 
 Genealogist 
 treeclimer123@yahoo.com 
 
 Rev. David B. Foster 
 Chaplain 
 dbfoster2@frontier.com 
 
 Donald W. Moyer 
 Statutory Agent 
 donmoyer@wcnet.org 
 
 Paul Wilke 
 Director-at-Large 9-12 
 tinman01@fuse.net 
 
 Richard L. Fetzer 
 Director-at-Large 10-13 
 treeclimer123@yahoo.com 
 
 Larry R. Perkins 
 Director-at-Large 
 Perkins6275@sbcglobal.net 
  
 James O. Fast 
 National Trustee 
 redwork@bright.net 
 
 Steven R. Kelley 
 Alternate National Trustee 
 srkelleyohio@yahoo.com  

By-Law Changes at State Society Annual Meeting 

There will be several changes to the By-Laws of the Ohio Society that 

will come to a vote by the membership at its annual meeting to be held 

Saturday, April 27, 2013 in Dublin, Ohio. 

Article XXVI, Meetings: Section 6. Email Notice. Any written notice re-

quired under these  Regulations may be delivered by use of electronic 

mail transmission to  the intended recipients by providing an email 

transmission to the intended recipients last known email address pro-

vided to the Secretary of the Ohio Society. This shall be in addition to 

other forms of notification by U.S. Mail and or telephone connection. 

 

Article XXIII, Financial: Section 7. Records Retention and Destruction 

Policy.  OHSSAR must maintain books and records to show complies 

with tax rules. 

Article XXIII, Financial: Section 8. Whistleblower Policy. Establishment 

of OHSSAR Compliance Officer, Reporting of Concerns, Handling of re-

ported violations, Confidentiality, and Statement of no Organizational 

Retaliation. 

Article XXIII, Financial: Section 9. Conflict of Interest and Establishment 

of Organizational Conduct. 

Sections 7,8, and 9 are recommended with wording from the National 

Society Chancellor General.  To be in compliance with federal legisla-

tion known as Sarbane-Oxley, non-profits, like the Ohio Society are re-

quired to formally state policies and procedures to demonstrate com-

pliance with all federal tax laws. 

Application Procedures:  An application must be submitted on desig-

nated watermarked acid-free legal paper issued by the National Soci-

ety.  A copy of said application on bond paper will accompany applica-

tion with one set of proper documents to the state registrar.  The state 

registrar will forward the formal application and documents to na-

tional, while maintaining the copy of the application.  Once the applica-

tion is approved by national the State Registrar may destroy the copy 

of application.  (This policy is recommended to reduce application costs 

and provide precise instruction to the registrar. Only the checked re-

cord copy maintained by national constitutes a valid “proof” the un-

touched application does not. The copy is maintained by the registrar 

until all questions and verifications are answered to national office sat-

isfaction.)  

The Membership of the State Society shall vote upon the acceptance of 

said additions at the Spring Meeting on Saturday, April 27, 2013 in 

Dublin, Ohio. A favorable vote by at least two-thirds of the members 

present shall be necessary for the adoption of any amendment or pro-

cedures. 
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(Continued from page 1) 

     Our service to the national society continues to surprise.  We have 

over ten members serving on national committees and many of them as 

chairmen.  In the last year Paul Wilke served on the national executive 

committee while Tim Ward served as chair of the Genealogy commit-

tee.  Tony Robinson, Elwin Spray and Dan Haas all serve on the Eagle 

Scout Committee.  Val Wilke and Betty Franklin have continued to 

serve on the national Ladies Auxiliary Committee.  And at Spring Lead-

ership Troy Bailey was awarded the Lafayette Medal for Volunteer Ser-

vice to the National Society. 

     Our memorials and grave markings are visible ways for Ohio com-

munities to remember their American founding roots. The annual re-

membrance of the unknown patriot at Fort Laurens included wreath 

memorials from four National Society Officers. Also presenting wreaths 

were representatives of Indiana and Pennsylvania as well as fifteen 

Chapters of the Ohio Society. 

     Our Veterans have taken a front row seat with the World War II Pa-

triot Certificates. Dozens of Ohio SAR members have been recognized 

for their military service in the 1941-1945 conflict. In addition many of 

our members have been active participants in the Honor Flight Pro-

gram which has flown thousands of Ohioan to Washington DC to see 

the World War II memorial. 

     As I close out my year of service as your State Society President I 

wish to thank the hundreds of members I met who demonstrated that 

the Ohio Society continues to Honor, Preserve and 

Promote America’s Revolutionary Heritage. 

 

     STEVEN R. KELLEY 

Western Reserve Society  

Benjamin Bodwell   

Henry Bodwell  

Wesley Bodwell 

Daniel Bahler   

Gilbert Kern II   

Kevin Kern 

Drew Johnson 

Nelson Hart 

Cincinnati 

Ryan Gifford    

Frnaz Ott Sr. 

Benjamin Franklin 
Robert Hindman  
 
Ewings 

George Benz  

Northeastern 

Edwin Mannion Jr. 

William Leonard  

 

Firelands-Bicentennial 

Robin Kempf  

 

Northwest Territory 

Billy Latta 

Philip Latta 

David Latta 

Andrew Latta  

 

Marietta 

Brady Rhodes  

Reed Fisher 
Gary Fisher 

Scott Fisher  

 

Camp Charlotte 

Walter Dean 

Mark James  

 

Hocking Valley 

Stewert Seely 

 

At-Large 

Nicholas Hamilton  

Kenneth Dilmore    

Welcome New 

Compatriots 

Slate of Officers 2013-2014 

The Nominating Committee of the Ohio Society recommends the fol-

lowing individuals as officers as indicated for the 2013-2014 pro-

gram year that begins May 1, 2013. 

  President    George R. Ruch 

  1st Vice President   Ted M. Minier 
  2nd Vice President  James D. Schaffer   

  Secretary    Steven E. Frash  

  Treasurer    John A. Horner III 

  Registrar    Merlyn (Troy) C. Bailey 
  Chancellor    Richard L. Carr Jr. Esq. 

  Historian    James E. Dunn 

  Genealogist    Richard L. Fetzer 

  Chaplain    Rev. David B. Foster 
  National Trustee   Steven R. Kelley 

  Alternate National Trustee George R. Ruch 

  Director at Large 2013-2016 Timothy E. Ward  

  Statutory Agent   Donald W. Moyer Esq. 
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Arthur St. Clair Chapter installs new officers for 2013. 
L-R President is David Reider, Vice Pres. Mark Loven-
sheimer and Secretary, Dr. Michael Geron. 

Compatriot Joe Carvin, seated center was awarded a 
Meritorious Service at the Benjamin Franklin George 
Washington Dinner recently. Congratulating him L-R 
were former Chapter Presidents, Ed Hamblin, Rev. Ray  
Sharritts, Judge Shaw and Rev. George Miller 

Incoming Ohio CAR President, Will Fridenmaker and 
Senior Ohio State President, CAR, Gregg McCullough. 
Gregg is the Ohio Society liaison with CAR.  Rick Hartinger, Camp Charlotte Chapter President con-

gratulates the local essay winners. 

Cincinnati Color Guard members huddle together dur-
ing the William Henry Harrison Annual Remembrance  
in early February at North Bend, Ohio  Robert Mayne, the 1987 Ohio Society President was 

presented with the National SAR Certificate of Patriot-

ism for his service in World War II by Ohio Society 

President Steve Kelley and Chapter Pres. Kevin Riley. 

Around the State 
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During their annual George Washington luncheon, the 

George Rogers Clark Chapter recognized and pre-

sented Law Enforcement medals to: (L-R) Officer Mat-

thew Haytas, of the Springfield PD, Trooper Timothy 

Durham, Ohio State Highway Patrol, and Deputy 

James Hollopeter of the Clark County Sheriff’s office. 

James Fast, National Trustee attends the Spring Leadership 

meeting in Louisville, Kentucky. 

Tony Robinson and Larry Perkins participate in the 

Color Guard at the Spring Leadership meeting in Louis-

ville, Kentucky. 

Val Wilke and Betty Franklin help sell raffle tickets for 

the National Ladies Auxiliary at the Spring Leadership 

meeting in Louisville, Kentucky. 

John Franklin, Paul Wilke and Steve Kelley meet at the 

Spring Leadership meeting in Louisville, Kentucky. 

David Foster, Western Reserve President, exam-

ines George Washington’s Surveyors compass 

during the George Washington dinner at WRS. 

Around the State 
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Sons of the American Revolution 

Ohio Society 

Annual State Conference 

April 26 –April 28, 2013 

Crowne Plaza Hotel in Dublin, Ohio 

State Society President Steve Kelley and the Officers of the Ohio 

Society cordially invite you to attend the State Society Annual 

Conference on the 124th Anniversary of its founding in 1889. 

 Friday, April 26, 2013 

Check-In at Hotel 

Dinner on your own 

Committee Meetings as called 

 Saturday, April 27, 2013 

   8:30 AM Poster Contest Judging  

   9:00 AM Board of Management & Annual Meeting 

   9:30 AM Ladies Auxiliary Gathering 

 12:00 Noon Community  & Youth Awards Luncheon 

   2:30 PM D.G. High Oration Contest 

   5:30 PM Evening Reception with Cash Bar 

   6:15 PM Receiving Line 

   6:30 PM SAR Awards Banquet (Black Tie, Uniform, Suit) 

 Sunday, April 28, 2013 

   9:00 AM Memorial Service 

   9:45 AM Installation of State Officers (2013-2014) 

 10:30 AM Conference Adjourned 
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 Agenda Highlights: 

  Board of Management / Annual Meeting 

   Election of 2013-2014 officers 

   Changes to the By-Laws 

  Community & Youth Awards Luncheon 

   Jr. ROTC Color Guard – Central Crossing High School 

   Youth Awards 

   General Henry Knox Chapter’s 10th Anniversary 

   Recognition of Honor Flight Ohio 

  SAR Awards Banquet 

   Registrar General & National Color Guard Commander J. Michael Tomme 

   Patriot Medal  

   Samuel Hubbard Scott Laureate Award 

  Ladies Auxiliary will be holding its annual gift raffle please bring gifts and cash 

 Fees for the meeting: 

 

   Community & Youth Awards Luncheon  $ 25.00 / person 

   SAR Awards Banquet     $ 35.00 / person 

 

  Hotel Reservations: Block of Rooms Reserved under SAR/Ohio Society 

   Crowne Plaza Dublin 

   600 Metro Place North 

   Dublin, Ohio 43017 

   614-764-2200 

 Rooms available both Friday and Saturday nights. Room Rate will be $115.00 a night. 

 Call the hotel to reserve the room under your name. Room Rate includes complimentary  

 breakfast buffet for two. Payment made through the Ohio Society. 

 Reservations need to be made by Friday, April 12, 2013. 

 Dublin is on the Northwest corner of the Columbus Outer belt. Exit 17 on I-270 (SR 161 east  

 into Historic Dublin). If arriving on Friday plan to arrive before or after prime drive time (4:30 pm to 6:30 pm) 

 

 Please make payments to OHSSAR. Send to: 

 J. Atlee Horner 

 Treasurer OHS SAR 

 17511 Daleview Drive 

 Lakewood, Ohio 44107-1729 
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Sons of the American Revolution 

Ohio Society (OHSSAR) 

James Schaffer, Secretary 

8283 White Hill Lane 

West Chester, OH 45069-7825 

 

Return Service Requested 


